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Scope of Presentation

• Introduction
• Origin and overview of HathiTrust Digital Library
• Accessing and searching HathiTrust
• Viewing search results and viewing options
• Research Center and other tools and services
• Future plans
• Questions and answers



Introduction

• Chris Stotelmyer, Clayton State University



Basic Facts

• Hathi is pronounced “hah-tee” and is the Hindi word for 
elephant

• Launched in 2008 as a partnership of University of 
California and Big Ten library systems

• Known for its Digital Library

• Members get much more
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There’s an Elephant in the Library; Organizers Promise It Will Never Forget
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HathiTrust Digital Library

Currently Digitized

• 17,645,725 total volumes

• 8,475,062 book titles

• 469,424 serial titles

• 6,176,003,750 pages

• 791 terabytes

• 7,048,477 volumes(~40% of total) in the public domain
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HathiTrust Digital Library continued

Materials

• Digitized books and book-like materials
• manuscripts
• Pamphlets

• Bound and unbound serials

• No unbound maps or large-format items

• No audio or video

• No items digitized from microfilm/fiche

• No born-digital materials (PDF, e-book)



Background

• The foundation for the HathiTrust library began in 2005

• Digitization projects before HathiTrust
• Google’s Library Project
• The Internet Archive
• The Open Content Alliance
• Microsoft’s “Live Search” service 

• University of California began digitizing as early as 2005

• The Big Ten Academic Alliance began digitizing in 2007
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Membership

• Over 170 members in US and Canada

• International participation includes members in Australia, 
Spain and England

• Early members include University of Virginia and Harvard

• Research focus
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Categories of membership

• Academic and research institutions

• University Systems of libraries

• Consortia of libraries

• No libraries associated with for-profit organizations

• No public libraries without a clear research mission

• No public or private K-12 or secondary school libraries

• No non-libraries, including publishers

• No individuals
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Programs

• Emergency Temporary Access Service

• Shared Print Program

• Digital Library benefits

• Accessible Text Request Service

• Many others
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Final Thoughts

Member Toolkit (link in bibliography)

Materials for students and faculty

Links to informational videos

Introduction to

There’s an Elephant in the Library; Organizers Promise It Will Never Forget



Searching HathiTrust

• Jim Rickerson, Clayton State University



H AT H I T R U S T  H O M E P A G E
http://www.hathitrust.org

It is  recommended that you log in 
using your intuitional profile.  This 
will enable you to access additional 
features such as:

• Downloading books
• Creating/Managing Collections



H AT H I T R U S T  H O M E P A G E

• Basic Full-Text searching
• Basic Catalog searching
• Advanced full-text searching
• Advanced catalog searching

From the homepage you will find four search options to choose from.



( 1 )  B A S I C  F U L L - T E X T  S E A R C H
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Full View

Indicates that you 

can access the full 

text of the book in 

the library and as a 

member you can 

download the full-

text of the book as 

well

( 1 )  B A S I C  F U L L - T E X T  S E A R C H



All Items

Selecting All  Items 

will return both full 

view and limited 

search only items

( 1 )  B A S I C  F U L L - T E X T  S E A R C H
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( 1 )  B A S I C  F U L L - T E X T  S E A R C H

Click Get This Item to search 
WorldCat or Google Books for 
this Limited Search item



( 1 )  B A S I C  F U L L - T E X T  S E A R C H



( 2 )  B A S I C  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H

Subject

Author

ISBN



( 2 )  B A S I C  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H



( 2 )  B A S I C  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H

Clicking Catalog Record in the 
results page displays a limited 
number of metadata fields:

• Author
• Language
• Publisher / Publication Date
• Subject Headings
• Physical Description



( 2 )  B A S I C  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H

Scrolling down the page -
below Description you will see 
a section called Viewability.  

This provides you with links to 
volumes 1 and 2 which are held 
by different institutions. 



( 2 )  B A S I C  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H

Clicking the button:

View HathiTrust MARC record

displays the MARC record with 
additional metadata for the 
item



( 2 )  B A S I C  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H



( 3 )  A D V A N C E D  F U L L  T E X T  S E A R C H
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( 3 )  A D V A N C E D  F U L L  T E X T  S E A R C H

[any of these words] formorians formori

Will search both full-text and all bibliographic fields for:  formorians OR formori
and retrieve works containing either term.

[all of these words] "fairy tales" legends

Will search subject headings of works for:  fairy tales AND legends
and retrieve works containing both terms.



( 3 )  A D V A N C E D  F U L L  T E X T  S E A R C H

Additional search options 
provides the option to filter 
only those items to which 
you have full view access and 
if you want which items are 
available to you as physical 
copies you can borrow within 
the USG



( 3 )  A D V A N C E D  F U L L  T E X T  S E A R C H

Becuase we checked our 
Institution Name we know 
that these are available to 
borrow as physical copies in 
the USG



( 3 )  A D V A N C E D  F U L L  T E X T  S E A R C H

Becuase we checked our 
Institution Name under 
additional search options it 
will only display those items 
that are available to borrow 
as physical copies in the USG. 

These are examples of the 
links to hatho Trust from the 
brief record and the PRIMO 
Services page.
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( 4 )  A D V A N C E D  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H

Search by field drop 
down menu



( 4 )  A D V A N C E D  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H



( 4 )  A D V A N C E D  C AT A L O G  S E A R C H

On the catalog 
record page, you 

can easily 
navigate to 

related items



( 5 )  N U L L  S E A R C H

Entering an asterisk * into the search box and selecting Full-Text will retrieve all 
records in Hathi Trust.  The default filter is Full View.  Here you can see there are 
currently over seven million records. 
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( 6 )  W I L D C A R D  &  T R U N C AT I O N  S E A R C H I N G

Hathi Trust supports both Trunaction and Wildcard searching symbols:  
? (question mark)  and  * (asterisk)

Wildcards are a technique for helping you look for terms with different spelling such as between British 
and American English.  A search for organi?ation will retrieve both spellings of the word with a Z and S. 



( 6 )  W I L D C A R D  &  T R U N C AT I O N  S E A R C H I N G

Hathi Trust supports both Trunaction and Wildcard searching symbols:  
? (question mark)  and  * (asterisk)

Truncation is a technique for helping you broaden your search for various word spellings and endings.  
A search for music* will retrieve various words such as musician and musical. 



( 7 )  D I A C I T I C A L  M A R K S

If the work is in a Latin alphabet with diacritical marks, it is not necessary to 
enter the character with diacritical marks.

Édition
Obligé
Édition
Études
Méthode



Viewing Results

• Chandra Jackson, University of Georgia





















Accessibility

• The HathiTrust statement of accessibility can be found here: 
https://www.hathitrust.org/accessibility
• The digital library platform meets the following web accessibility 

guidelines:
• United States Federal Section 508 Standards
• WCAG 2.1 at level A and AA
• European Union “Accessibility requirements suitable for public procurement 

of ICT products and services in Europe” EN 301 549

https://www.hathitrust.org/accessibility


HathiTrust Research Center

• Anu Moorthy, Georgia Institute of Technology



Discovery of HathiTrust Materials
• Widgets
• Discovery on ILS (Primo, Summon)
• Authentication
• Shibboleth (preferred), IP offered
• User access controls
• Metadata rigor

• Accessibility
• Compliance of 508
• Other services



Discovery - Embed Widgets



Discovery ( Primo VE)



Embed Hathitrust Books



HathiTrust's Access and User Control
• HathiTrust follows rigorous protocol for access rights
• Copyright status for the items
• Giving attributes to the digitizing agents
• Tracking changes to rights (continuously update public domain)
• User Control – Correct user to access the material without violating 

copyright
• Metadata control 

Source: https://www.hathitrust.org/access_use



Metadata quality control

https://www.hathitrust.org/zephir

https://www.hathitrust.org/zephir


Accessible Text Request Service Configuration

Set up this service at your university or library
• Designated contact
• Signed Agreement
• Configure secure access (IP or Proxy)
• Annual Renewal – to maintain this service

This service can help minimize the work that your disability office does to scan and 
convert print books into accessible formats.



HathiTrust's Accessibility Control

• Accessible Text Request Service Configuration
• ATRS is available to any HathiTrust member
• Patron eligibility is determined by the institution
• Copyright laws must be adhered
• Personal use only and may not be shared or copied for anything other 

than personal use
• Institutions are responsible for misuse

Source: https://www.hathitrust.org/accessibility#accessible-texts



HathiTrust Research Center (HTRC)
• HTRC enables computational analysis of the HathiTrust collection

• Worksets (user created HathiTrust collection treated as data)
• Text Analysis Algorithms

• Datasets
• Can be used for Data Capsules

• Data Capsules
• Secure data analysis and visualization tools



HTRC Worksets
• Curated Worksets created by real researchers on the subject
• Recommended Worksets to explore
• User created Collection treated as Data
• Worksets may contain In-copyright OR public domain
• Shareable and citable for reproducibility

• Scholar-Curated Worksets for Analysis, Reuse & Dissemination 
(SCWAReD)
• The Black Book Interactive Project in HathiTrust

• Workset Algorithms
• HTRC Algorithms on Worksets
• Text Analysis

• No programming required

https://analytics.hathitrust.org/staticrecommendedworksets
https://wiki.htrc.illinois.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=87785594
https://wiki.htrc.illinois.edu/display/COM/HTRC+Analytics+Algorithms


HathiTrust Workset Builder



Visualizations of Datasets

• Downloadable
• Non-consumptive book 

data
• Copyright protected
• Volume level metadata
• Page level metadata



Visualization of Datsets



Data Availability and Datasets

• HTRC derived Datasets
• Bibliographic API
• Data API
• Open Archive Initiative (OAI feed)
• Hathifiles (metadata in Tab Delimited file)
• HathiTrust and OCLC records
• Renewal ID file (for copyright registration numbers)



Explore – Fun Tools

• HathiTrust+Bookworm
• Create a line graph showing word use trends in 17.1 million HathiTrust 

volumes.

• HathiTrust+Bookworm Playground
• Create a bar chart, map, or heatmap of word use trends in 17.1 million 

HathiTrust volumes.

• HTRC Feature Reader
• Python library for interacting with HTRC Extracted Features.



HathiTrust Bookworm

Word use trends from the 17.1 million HathiTrust Volumes



Bookworm Map

Georgraphic word use trends from the 17.1 million HathiTrust Volumes



Did you know?

• More than a 17 million items available in various languages ( including 
17,000 Ukranian)
• More than 6 billion pages
• Cost to Digitize

• Cost per volume is less than $0.25 for 2023
• 1 million Dollar Grant

• from Mellon Foundation in Feb 2023
• Other astounding Stats

• Publication dates from 1500 to 2015
• Save the Date

• Community Week – July 10 – 14, 2023



Did you 
know?



Future of HathiTrust

HathiTrust in the Future with partnership with Athenaeum21
Strategic Visioning with input from HathiTrust member libraries
Q1 – Discovery and Listening
Q2 & Q3 – Visioning
Q4 – Sharing of information to the community



Useful links  

• HathiTrust Homepage: https://www.hathitrust.org

• HathiTrust Help Page: https://www.hathitrust.org/help_digital_library

• HathiTrust 101 Video Series: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtYBrz1-79IW0Cf9zZkCYDLXLf6Tu8rDB

• Member Toolkit: https://www.hathitrust.org/member-toolkit

• Search Box Widgets: https://www.hathitrust.org/widgets

https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://www.hathitrust.org/help_digital_library
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtYBrz1-79IW0Cf9zZkCYDLXLf6Tu8rDB
https://www.hathitrust.org/member-toolkit
https://www.hathitrust.org/widgets
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Anu Moorthy, Electronic Resources Librarian
Georgia Institute of Technology


